260	NON-VIOLENCE IN PEAGE AND WAR
I cannot give you that advice today. In fact the time may
ha\re come when it becomes necessary for such of you as
believe in the non-violence of the brave to retire from the
Congress as I did in 1934/'
"How do you think that the masses can practise non-
violence, when we know that they are all prone to anger,
hate, ill-will? They are known to fight for the most trivial
things."
"They are, and yet I think they can'practise non-vio-
lence for the common good. Do you think the thousands
of women that collected contraband salt had ill-jvill against
anyone? They knew that the Congress or Gandhi had asked
them to do certain things, and they did those things in
faith and hope. To my mind the most perfect demonstra-
tion of non-violence was in Champaran. Did the thousands
of ryots who rose up in revolt against the agrarian evils
harbour the least ill-will against the government or the
planters? Their belief in non-violence was unintelligent,
even as the belief in the earth being round with many is
unintelligent* But their belief in their leaders was genuine,
and that was enough. With those who lead it is another
matter. Their belief has got to be intelligent, and they
have to live up to all the implications of the belief."
"But then are not the masses the world over like that?"
<<JThey are not, for others have not that background
of non-violence."
"But if there was non-violence ingrained in our mas-
ses, how should they have come to this state of slavery?"
"There indeed is what I flatter myself is going to be
my contribution, I want that non-violence of the weak to
become non-violence of the brave. It may be a dream, but
I have to strive for its realization."
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